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REPORT OF THE CANAL COMMISSIONERS 


Of Pennsylvania, to the Governor, for the year ending 
3ist October, 1832. Read December 6, 1832. 


Concluded from page 393. 
OLD LINES OF CANAL. 


On the fifteenth December, 1831, the board set apart 
seventy-thousand dollars out of an unexpended balance 
of the appropriation made by the act of the twenty-first 
March, 1851, to finish new work on the several divi- 
sions of canal which had been constructed under acts 
passed previous to the twenty-first March, 1831; to which 
was added, on the thirtieth August last, by a repayment 
of the commissioners of the internal improvement fund 
to the fund for construction, the sum of twenty-six thou- 
sand, two hundred and seventy-six dollars and ten cents. 
‘This fund is exhausted, and the further sum of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars is required to complete those lines; 
to be applied to the construction of feeders, with their 
dams and guard locks, to the erection of weigh locks, 
and houses of weigh masters; to the purchase of lots and 
building lock houses, to the construction of water ways | 
around locks, waste wiers, waste gates, stop gates, 
bridges, fences, &c. all of which are indispensable to | 
the perfection of the public works. 

Numerous difficulties have arisen in relation to the 
ground required for lots for collectors offices and lock 
houses, the law provides that there shall not be allowed 
to any lock-house more than one acre of ground. The } 
owners of land on which such buildings are erected, are | 
often unwilling to sell such lots on any reasonable terms, | 
and frequently, when they or their representatives are | 








The following are the expenditures of the past year 
for repairing the prominent damages by floods, and for 
adding to the strength, usefulness and permanent secu- 
rity of the public works. 
Shamokin dam—For building 

a coffer dam 
For building an entire new 

dam, abutments, &c. 


9,580 00 
85,087 46 





Whole cost $94,667 46 








Muncy dam—For rebuilding part, and 
repairing the rest, including work done 
last fall and winter, 

Nanticoke dam—For rebuilding part and 
repairing the rest, and guard lock, &c, 
and building guard embankment, 

Dam at North’s island upon the Juniata— 
For building a new dam across the east 
branch at the island, repairing aqueduct 
at Duncan’s island, and repairs in the 
Long narrows, 

Dam No, 5, at Blairsville upon the West- 
ern division—For extending and repair- 
ing the dam, building a new abutment, 
repairing guard lock, embankment, 
&e., 10,218 00 

For repairing the towing path and canal 
between dams No, 5, and No. 4, upon 
the Western division, 

Dam at the tunnel upon the Western divi- 
sion—For repairing and extending the 
dam, 1,417 00 


21,120 00 


15,000 00 


19,905 00 


7,222 00 


willing to sell, some legal disability exists that prevents | Dam No. 3, upon the Western division— 


them from conveying a legal title. The board respect- 
fully ask the legislature to make some adequate provi- 
sion on this subject. 


The property of the commonwealth has in several | Dam No. 2, upon the Western division— 


places along the lines been assessed and taxed by the | 
local authorities, Justice to these portions of the state | 


not immediately benefited by these improvements, seems 


- | 
to require that such property necessary to the public | 


improvements should be exempted from taxation. 
Applications are often made to the board for permis- 

sion to use the surplus water at dams and locks for hy- 

draulic purposes. The board believe that the prosperi- 


ty of our public improvements, the interests of neigh- | 
borhoods and individuals, will be mutually promoted by | 
an act providing, under proper restrictions, for the sale | For work upon the Susquehanna division 


of the use of such surplus water. 


REPAIRS, 


The canal repairs have hitherto been a prolific source 
of texation. ‘Ihe unusual floods of last spring tested | 
the stability of our public works and detected the weak | 


points and defects in their construction. While the in- 
jury sustained is to be deplored the gratifying fact that 
the strength of the public works generally is sufficient, 
has been demonstrated: The principal injury sustained 
was at dams in the rivers and on parts of the Delaware 





For building stone abutment, repairing 
dam and building a new guard lock and 
a new lift lock, 13,448 00 

For building stone abutment and build- 

ing anew lock and extensive protec- 

tion, 14,859 00 

Dam No. 1, at Leechburg—For repairing 
and extending the dam, building a new 
abutment, and lock, and protection, &c. 43,875 00 

For repairing the bridge, sluice and 
anchor walls at Duncan’s island, and 
building a sand break at outlet lock, &c. 
upon the Eastern division, 5,544 00 
occasioned by the floors, 

For extra expenses upon the Delaware 
division arising from defective construc- 
tion of the embankments along bluff 
sections and for the erection of safety 
gates and feeders round the locks, 

For repairing the bridges upén the French 
creek feeder, 


6,798 62 


40,000 00 
3,465 00 


$297,537 08 
It will be perceived at a glance, that the work upon 





and Western divisions. These injuries have been it is | which this sum of twosBundred and ninety-seven thou- 
confidently believed substantially repaired and the | sand, five hundred avid thirty-séyen dolars and eight 
works improved by new erections. By time and care | cents has been expended, cannot be classed among the 


this canal is gradually becoming permanent. 
Vor, X. 51 


\ordinary repairs of the canal. It was required by a 
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combination of circumstances which is not likely again , order as to time in which the same have been awarded, 
to occur. ‘assessed and confirmed, and afterwards, to such as may 
The ordinary repairs upon the lines during the past | hereafter be awarded, assessed and confirmed, and may 

year, have cost as follows: ‘be agreed upon as due by prior acts. 
Miles. Cost. | From the proceedings had under the several acts of 


Eastern division, including two ‘assembly upon the subject of damages, the awards, as- 


miles of the Susquehanna, 26 $6,244 31 | sessmentsand confirmations which are to be paid in their 
Juniata division, 89 31,661 95 | order as to time embrace the following: 
Western division, 105 40,480 22 1. Judgment against the commonwealth under the 
French creek feeder, 194 457 30 | acts pending for the assessment of damages prior to the 
Susquehanna division, 37 7,311 00 | act of the sixth April, 1850. 
West Branch division, 243 2,937 86 | 2. Offers made by the canal commissioners, under the 
North Branch division, 554 12,194 22 | provisions of the act of the sixth April, 1830. 
Delaware division, 593 24,280 33| 3. Awards of the board of appraisers of damages 


On the Eastern division below Co.- 
lumbia, there were no disburse- 
ments by the supervisor, 10 
4264 $125,567 19 











The cost of repairs in 1831, was 
The amount set apart for the payment of 
repairs in that year, was 


$353,644 58 
328,119 64 





Balance not provided for in 183}, $25,524 94 








The whole cost of repairs tnade in 1832, 

is $423,104 27 
Their was appropriated to re- 

pairs, and for the payment 

of collectors, super~isors 

and lock-keepers, by the 

act of the thirtieth March, 

1832, the sum of $400,000 00 
Deducted at the treasury, for 

collectors,lock-keepers,&c. 17,006 53 





382,993 47 
Balance due for repairs in 1832, 


Add the balance in 1851, 25,524 94 








Amount requried to pay for repairs made, $65,635 74 








An accurate estimate of the sum that may be requir- 
ed for repairs during the year commencing on the first 
of November, instant, cannot be given. Several heavy 
jobs have been postponed for want of funds, which 
must be done as soon as possible, such as anew guard 
lock in the Long Narrows, eleven new inner arches and 
new trunks to the Allegheny aqueducts, ke. There 
will also be added seventy-five miles and sixty-one 
perches of new canal, slackwater and rail road to the 
finished works, and ten miles of the Columbia line on 
which there were no disbursements made for repairs in 
the last year. When all these are taken into view, to- 
gether with the debts due by the supervisors on the first 
of this month, and the further sums they will owe be- 
fore an appropriation can be made, the board believe 
that at least three hundred thousand dollars should be 


placed at their disposal forrepairs. But it is impossible | 


to foresee all the wants of our great improvements. A 
discretionary power, from the necessity of the case 
should be lodged with some department of the govern 


$40,110 80 | 


under the same act: 

These judgments, offers and awards, constitute the 
| liens upon the appropriation of one hundred thousand 
|dollars. ‘Their aggregate amount exceeded the appro- 
| priation, and being directed to be paid in their order as 
| to time; it became necessary to examine the records of 
| the counties through which the canal and rail-road pass, 

for unsatisfied judgments. By this circumstance, and 
other imperative duties, the final action of the board on 
this subject, was delayed until the sixteenth of June, 

On the ninth of June, 1829, directions were given by 

the board of canal commissioners to the acting commis- 
sioners upon the Eastern division to cause the principal 
| part in amount of the unsatisfied judgments against the 
| commonwealth, in the court of Dauphin county, to be 
| removed to the supreme court. 


On the twenty-fifth September, 1830, the board hay- 
ing viewed the premises, made an attempt, under the 
| provisions of the sixth section of the act of the sixth 
| April, 1830, to compromise a number of the cases in the 
court of Dauphin county; a sincere desire on the part 
| of the board to terminate litigation, induced them at 
| that time to offer larger sums to the claimants as a com- 
fromise, than they believed to be a fair compensation 
for all the injuries sustained. This attempt to compro- 
mise was successful only in one case, 





| Upon inquiry, it appeared that the direction to the 
/acting commissioner upon the Eastern division, of the 
| ninth June, 1829, to cause certain of these judgments to 
| be removed to the supreme court, had not been com- 
plied with; and upon an examination of the records, the 
board were of the opinion, that the proceedings had, were 
| not according to law, and that the judgments were not 
|legal judgments; and being satisfied that the amount 
| awarded ina number ofthe cases exceeded a fair valua- 
| tion of the injuries sustained by the parties, when the 
advantages of the canal are taken into consideration, 
and was much greater than the amount paidand agreed 
to be paid to others, in like circumstances; and that the 
payment thereof, would be making unfair distinctions 
between citizens claiming compensation for similar in- 
juries; the board directed the superintendent upon the 
Eastern division, to cause seventeen of the judgments 
in the court of Dauphin county, and the superinten- 
dent upon the Susquehanna division, to cause one of + 
the judgments in Union county to be removed into the 
supreme court, in order that the judgment of that 
court might be had thereon, 


ment to provide or transfer funds for pressing exigen- | They also directed the treasurer of the board to set 
cies that may arise. During the past year a perplexing | @part and retain, out of the appropriation of one hun- 
responsibility was forced upon the canal commissioners. | dred thousand dollars, for the payment of damages, the 
Had the indispensable repairs in progress been aban. | SUM of twenty-one thousand two hindred and eighty- 
doned when the funds were exhausted, injuries and los- | one dollars and ninety-three cents, to await the decision 
ses to an incalculable amount would have been the ine- | of the supreme court; that sum being the amount of 
vitable result. Vital portions of the public works would | the judgments and costs directed by the board to be 
have been destroyed and the tolls of this season and of | Temoved, 


the next would have been jeopardized, | The aggregate of judgments, offers and awards for 


damages, on the sixteenth June last, amounted to one 
wi adediiidd ence ' oe hundred and twelve thousand, eight hundred and three 
oa . a ion of the act of March thirtieth, dollars ninety-nine and a half cents; and in the order of 
34, the sum of one hundred thousand dollars was ap- time, those claims only which had been adjusted prior 
propriated to the payment of damages to be paid in the | to the twenty-fourth of January last, were covered by 


DAMAGES. 
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Miles. Perches. Miles. Perches. 


the appropriation. 
made by the board: 
To the treasurer, to be retained as above 


The following is the distribution 





stated $21,281 93 
To the superintendents for the payment of 
judgments, ; 6,168 054 | 


To the superintendents for the payment 
of offers made by the canal commission- 
ers, 28,633 424 | 

To the superintendents for the payment 
of awards of the board of appraisers of | 
damages, 43,793 ae 
The offers made by the canal commissioners, and the 

awards of the appraisers, reported to the board since | 

the 16th of June, added to the deficiency in the appro- | 
priation of last year,amounts to about twenty-five thou- | 
sand dollars. Numerous appeals from offers of the board 
are now pending before the board of appvaisers; in ad- 
dition to which, demands for injuries done to private | 
property along the new lines may be expected. The 
board, therefore, think that one hundred thousand dol- 
lars should be provided for damages already assessed, 
and for those that may be settled during the ensuing 
ear. 

The balance in the treasury on the first 
December last, was, $213,063 51 | 

Received on Governor’s warrants from 
the first December, 1831, to first No- 
vember, 1832, 2,964,953 39 | 

Refunded by J. P. Bull, 943 17 
Do. by Wm. Dickson, 490 84 

1,433 01) 








$3,179,449 91 | 
‘There has been paid by the treasurer of the board, | 





from the first December, 1831, to the first November, | 

1832, 

‘To the canal commission- 
ers and appraisers, &c. 

On account of work on 
new lines, 

On account of new work 
on old lines, 

On account of damages, 

On account of repairs, 


8,012 50 


- $8,937 97 
55,839 76 
375,971 98 


| 
2,264,114 26 | 


— —-——_ 2,792,176 47 | 
Balance in the treasury, November first, 

1832, . $387,273 44 | 

There will be added this year to the finished portion | 
of the public works, four miles of towing path along | 
the pool of the Nanticoke dam, two miles of towing | 
path along the pool of the Muncy dam, eight miles and | 
two hundred and twenty-seven perches upon the Co- 
lumbia line of the Eastern division, and thirty-eight 
miles and one hundred and fifty-four perches upon the | 
Frankstown line of the Juniata division, also twenty- | 
two miles of the eastern end of the Columbia and Phila- | 
delphia rail-road, excepting the viaduct over the river | 
Schuylkill, makin g seventy-five miles and sixty-one | 
ptrches. 

The whole extent of the public works now ready for | 
use, is five hundred and one miles, one hundred and | 
forty-one perches of canal and rail-road, and one mile of | 
navigable feeder, to wit: 


Feeder. 
Miles. Perches. Miles. Perches. 
A canal from Bristol to ‘ 


| 
the 


Easton, upon 

Delaware, 59 240 
A rail-road from Phila- 

delphia towards Co- 

lumbia, 22 000 


A canaland slackwater 
from Columbia, up 
the Susquehanna and 
Juniata rivers to Hol- — 
lidaysburg, at the 
eastern base of the 


Allegheny mountain, 
A canal and slackwater 
from the western 
base ofthe Allegheny 
mountain, at Johns- 
town, to Pittsburg, 
A canal from the junc- 
tion near the mouth 
of the Juniata, on 
Duncan’s Island, up 
the Susquehanna to 
Northumberland,and 
thence up the North 
Branch to the mouth 
of Solomon’s creek, 
in Luzerne county, 
A canal on the West 
Branch of the Sus- 
quehanna, from North- 
umberland to the 
head of the pool of 
Muncy dam, in Ly- 
coming county, 
The French creek fee- 
der, 


Canal, rail-road and 
feeder ready for pub- 


lic use, Miles, 
The works authori- 
| zed and in progress, 
are, 
The Columbiaand Phil- 
adelphia  rail-road, 
from the western 


termination of the 
twenty-two miles fi- 
nished to Columbia, 

The Allegheny portage 
rail-road, from Hol- 
lidaysburg to Johns- 
town, 

A canal on the West 
Branch of the Sus- 
quehanna, from the 
pool of Muncy dam 
to Bald Eagle, 

A canal from the pool 
of the Nanticoke dam 
on the North Branch 
to the mouth of the 
Lackawanna, 

A canal and slackwater 
on the Big Beaver r‘- 
ver, from Newcastle, 
in Mercer county, to 
the Ohio riverat Bea- 
ver, 

A canal and slackwa- 
ter from the French 
creek feeder to the 
Allegheny river, in- 
cluding the north 
and west ends of 
the feeder, 

The Lewisburg cross- 
cut on the West 
Branch of the Sus. 
quehanna, 

A navigable feeder from 
the South Branch, at 
Hollidaysburg, upon 
the Frankstown line 
of the Juniata divi- 
sion, 


ee 


171 


105 


96 


501 





59 


40 


12 


24 


25 





246 1 0CcO 


000 


295 


169 


169 


141 1 


171 


bd 
oe] 
— 


018 4. 056 


316 


240 


224 


200 








f 
. 
| 
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Miles. Perches. Miles. Perches. 
A navigable feeder 


from Stony creek to 
the Ligonier line of 
the Western division, 
at Johnstown, to be 
placed unler con- 











tract, 1 160 
200 110 8 256 
Add the finished works, 501 141 1 000 








Grand total of works 

finished and in pro- 

gress, Miles, 701 251 9 256 

The whole extent of Pennsylvania works when those 
authorized are completed, will be seven hundred and 
one miles and fifty-one perches of canal, slackwater 
and rail-road, and nine milesand two hundred and fifty- 
six perches of navigable feeder. And there willbe a 
communication by canal from the termination of the 
Lehigh canal and of the Morris canal at Easton to Bris- 
tol, aport of entry upon the Delaware eighteen miles 
above Philadelphia. Anda communication by rail-road, 
canal and slack water from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. 
From Phliadelphia to the head of the Wyoming valley 
in Luzerne county, extending through the great body 
of anthracite coal, upon the North Branch of the Sus- 
quehanna river, and to the vicinity of the bituminous 
coal beds in the Allegheny mountain, in Lycoming 
county, upon the West branch of the Susquehanna. 
There will also be a canal and slackwater from New- 
castle in Mercer county, to steamboat navigation on 
the Ohio river, at Beaver, and from a point on French 
creek, three and one-half miles above Meadville, and 
also, fram Conneaut lake, in Crawford county, to the 
mouth of the French creek,at Franklin, at which point 
steamboats ascend the Allegheny river. 


TOLLS, 


The navigation of the canal last fall was closed by 
ice, about the twenty-fifth of November, forty-six days 
earlier in the season, than it had been suspended the 
preceding year. 

Ou the ninth of last February, the greatest flood 
since the first settlement of the country, swept the wes- 
tern division, from Blairsville to the Allegheny river, 
injuring to an alarming extent the canal banks, dams, 
and guard locks. This was followed in March, by the 
destruction of the Shamokin, Nanticoke, and Muncy 
dams, in the Susquehanna, and also a vast extent of in- 
jury to the Delaware division. 

About the first of March, twenty-four miles of the 
Delaware division below New Hope, opened for navi- 
gation; but as the canal above that place was not navi- 
gable, it yielded very little toll. From the fifth to the 
thirteenth of March, the Eastern and Juniata divisions 
opened. The Ligonier line of the western division, 














(Decempsr 














opened on the nineteenth of March, but yielded very 
little toll, as the residue of the western division was not 
navigable. ‘Che other lines opened in the following 
succession. The Susquehanna division, March twenty- 
eight—the Conemaugh line of the western division, 
May twenty-second—the North Branch, May twenty- 
third, and the West Branch on the twenty-fifth of June. 

It was not until the eleventh of June, that the whole 
of the Delaware division was filled with water. And 
owing to a succession of breaches, it did not assume an 
active business appearance until about the middle of 
the month of October. 

The whole western division was not in good naviga- 
ble order until the twenty-sixth of July, up to which 
time the produce and merchandize passing between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburg, were carried on the turn- 
pike roads. 

About the first of August, the Asiatic cholera made 
its appearance in Philadelphia, and fora while inter- 
rupted mercantile transactions, and the fear of this dis- 
ease had scarcely subsided, when the water in the 
Union canal failed, which has seriously embarrassed the 
trade on the Pennsylvania canal ever since. 

It is also a fact that from the detached manner in 
which the public works have been constructed under 
the directions of the severalacts of assembly, the whole 
must be comparatively unprofitable, until] the unfinished 
links now in progress inthe great chain of internal com- 
munication are completed. 

These several causes for a time shook the confidence 
of merchants and traders, and the public,in the stability 
and usefulness of our public works, and required the 


utmost fortitude and perseverance in the several agents 


intrusted with their care. The trade was interrupt- 
ed, and well founded expectations of the utility and in- 
come of the canal were during the season not realized 
to the extent which had been anticipated. It is how- 
ever hoped that the time of trial is nearly over, and 
that a rich harvest awaits the state upon the completion 
of her splendid system of internal improvement. 

The tolls received within the last year, ending on the 
thirty-first of October, amount to fifty-five thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars and twenty-two cents. 

Should ordinary success attend the public works 
hereafter, we may expect two hundred thousand dol- 
lars to be received for tolls, during the ensuing year, 
and to be rapidly augmented annually thereafter. 

The following table, will exhibit the increase of tolls 
on the Schuylkill and New York canals, from year to 
year, showing a gradual increase, until the stock of the 
Schuylkill Navigation company has advanced to one 
hundred and two dollars in the market, for fifty dollars 
a share that was originally paid; and the tolls received 
by New York, will soon extinguish the debt she incur- 
red in the construction of her canals. 

No tolls were received on any of the canals for the 
first three years after their commencement. 


No. of years from{| Schuylkill Navigation, 110 ||New York canals, 501 miles,||Pennsylvania canal and rail- 





























commencement. miles, begun in 1816. begun in 1817. road, begun in 1826. 
4th year, 1819 $1,202 16 1820 $5,487 34 1830 27 012 90 
5th 66 1820 803 07 1821 24,386 84 1831 38,241 20 
6th ¢ 1821 | 1,792 60 1822 64,071°83 1832 55,250 22* 
7th ss 1822 1,054 97 18238 153,099 46 
8th es | 1823S 1,964 38 1824 340,642 22 
9th " 1824 635 00 1825 §21,343 00 
10th *§ 1825 15,775 74 1826 750,759 00 
Mth « | 1826 43,108 87 1827 848.759 00 
12th ss 1827 58,149 74 1828 897,265 00 
1Sth * 1828 87,171 00 1829 771,685 00 
14th « 1829 | 120,039 00 1830 1,059,922 00 
15th « 1830 148,165 95 1831 1,223,802 00 
16th = (¢ 1831 134,005 92 *This sum includes 
17th up to | the tollsreceived 

24th Novy. 1832 240,455 78 \ to 31 Oct. ___t_s to 31 Oct. 1832. 
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In the year 1812, the New York canal commissioners | creek, at Snyder’s mill, have been carried into effect. 
estimated the probable tolls to be derived froma canal | The work is completed and paid. 
in that state, within wenty years, at one million of dol- The Governor is authorized by the act of the twenty- 
larsannally. Their canals were not begun for five | third February, 1832, to incorporate a company to make 
years after the prediction, and yet within fifteen years a rail-road between Philadelphia and Trenton, in New 
from their commencement, we see that great common- | Jersey. ‘* Provided that the said company shall not be 


wealth in the receipt of a revenue in one year, of one | 


_ allowed to construct said rail-road until the board of 
million two hundred and twenty-three thousand eight 


_ canal commissioners of Pennsylvania shall examine the 
hundred and two dollars, from canal tolls alone. . 


| location, and be of opinion that the route of the said rail- 
In obedience to the act of the fourth of May, 1832, | 70ad will not interfere with the most eligible route for a 


requiring the canal commissioners to report the amount | canal from Bristol to the city of Philadelphia,” To 

of tolls received by each collector on the Pennsylvania | form a correct opinion whether the route of the said 

canal and rail-road, and also a statement or statements | Tail-road would interfere with the most eligible route for 

showing the amount of property in tons or otherwise, | a canal, it became necessary for the board to have the 
| 








and the kinds thereof, conveyed on said canal and rail- canal route surveyed. This has been done, and as 

road, the following tables are annexed to this report | 8007 4s the report of the engineer Is received, it will be 

marked A, B,C, D, and E; they exhibit the tolls and | Communicated to the Legislature. 

tonnage of the several articles conveyed on the canal, The claims of David Leech, James Murry, | Arthur 

and also their description at four of the principal col- Toner, and Bargy and Henry, have been examined, in 

lector’s offices. conformity with the acts and resolutions of the Legisla- 

ats ture, requiring the canal commissioners to examine and 

From the desultory nature of the trade, which is only | . . 

a on the public works, it has been found | =e ee een ethos aaa ee 

impossible to make these tables as complete as may be | Pe . ee 

desirable, but measures will be taken hereafter to ren- eee eee Boggs will be made the subject of a 

der the returns more full and comprehensive. P Sige d by anienel dun tne : 

JAMES CLARKE, President. 

Frs. R. Saunx, Secretary. 

| Harrisburg, Nov. 1, 1832. 


The provisions of the resolution of the thirtieth 
March, 1832, appropriating seven hundred dollars for 
the construction of a chute in the dam across Penn’s 


A-—Statement showing the amount of tolls received by the several Collectors on the Pennsylvania canal, 


within the last year, together with the amount in tons of property, conveyed from their several offices during 
the season. 
























































Property Conveyed.; Passengers. ,, |Voll paid into{ Addition. toll 
Place of collection. —— ‘enaturrmmenate aon the Treasu-jrec’d by col- 
East & S.{ W. & N. |Miles travelled., ae jlectors until 
- — — —|-— -- \31 Oct. 1832. 
nett tons.|/nett tons. Dolls. Cts. | Dolls. Cts. 
Harrisburg, | 6,316 | 10,193 12,075 | 1,189 16,864 64 | 
Lewistown, | 4,244 322 5,654 77 
Huntingdon, | 984 54,020 | 205. 1,500 00 | 73 08 
Blairsville, | 1,011 | 2,632 50,445 | 366 4,720 00 | 137 73 
Leechburg, | 115 5,409 173 1,793 26 | 51091 
Pittsburg, | 1,285 * 29,995 = 884 32 | 471 80 
Northumberland, | 3,364 121 4,306 43 | 
Berwick, 3,116 321 6,253 214 1,898 02 
Easton, 16,074 681 5,325 00 | 938 18 
Bristol, | 2,000 | 1,438 2,718 19 810 93 
Portsmouth outlet locks, 364 66 
Bridge at Duncan’s Island, 3,370 62 | 
Bridge at Northumberland, 1,441 52 | 
Aqueduct at Pittsburg, | 1.710 66 | 
Do. near Freeport, 205 22 | 
Do. at Duncan’s Island, | | 50 28 | 
Total, | 36,509 | 18,555 152,788 | 5,000 | 50,909 57 |g4,340 65 
50,909 57 
Amount collected up to Oct. 31st, 1832, $55,250 22 


¥.—Statement of property conveyed on the Pennsylvania canal, from Harrisburg, during the season of naviga- 
tion, in the year ending on the 31st October, 1832. 


Articles. |Eastward.|Westward. Articles. | Eastward.|Westward, 
Agricultural product’ns, Tons,)__1,9874 8474 ||Lumber, Feet| 642,012 | 87,737 
eines, salt, fish, &e. do 1134 5,9544 ||Shingles, Thousand| 382,200/124,500 
Merchandize, do| ~° 104 | 1,587 Posts and rails, Hundred} 3,958 
Tron, do 590 240 Hoop poles, <0 88, 204 
Mineral coal, do 622 124  !|!Wood, Cords} 1,730 5 
Domestic spirits, do 490 184 ||Passengers, 148 657 
Sundries, a 2 1,2054 ||Number of boats cleared, 488 701 
Furniture, do 5 92 








Fifty-four thousand one hundred and seventy-eight miles, is the aggregate distance for which the above boats 
were cleared. 
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(€.—Statement of property couveyed on the Pennsylvania canal, eastwuardly, from Pittsburgh, during the sea- 
son of navigation, in the year ending on the 31st of October, 1832. 





























































































































+ a ; 
? Z S = of a n 3 
DATE 23| 2 |33| = fg i¢ » | 34 
. “= Vv tip un 
$3/ 21°31] $ ij] ua | @ lea! 3g] ay . |2s 
B3/ 5 | sa] a a) 2 peo Be] 8 Ss a | &2 
<a, 8 18 an 69 mn wo! & ida a | ZS 

; . Perch-} Thou- |Thou- ta . Miles | 

Tons. | Tons. | Tons. rome. on Lal. Sa Feet. | Cords. |Cords. trav. 
July, 35 24 34 1 18 10 
August, 104 17 28 9 40,850! 48 32 1 15,481) 94 
September, 954) 15 | 763, 31] 20 1|82,500/21,000| 50,400] 132] 45 | 14,482| 101 
October, 9641 33} 743 31 25] 7,500 a 92 32| 86 
Total, 331 | 67% 1823; 16° 16 45 |90,000! 21,000!93,050; 290 77 | 29,995| 291 





D.—Statement of property conveyed on the Pennsylvania Canal, from Blairsville, during the season of naviga- 
tion, in the year ending on the 31st of October, 1832, 
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March, 44, 17/ 6 4 14 4 5| 
April, 20 | 5 74 OS 1 5 | 20270 9 330} 12) 
May, 34 | 123) S34] 163] 4] 34) 2 3] 84 14 268] 36) 
June, 14| 64] 86 | 1753 i. an: A See 44! 140 21 268| 52! 
July, 154] 113) 3334] 183 Si] 9 | 2 3/13 33| 24 103; 599] 59) 
August, 14 | 74/374 | 180 | 74) 174) 1241 51 7 54) 6 4} 14068] 74! 
September, 134) 3 |6304 174] 1 | 65 | 133] 303] 94,63 4 10054; 11 | 15666) 61) 
October, 10 | 6 5874 704| 914] 463] 2 124 eh 194 300 19146| 67) 
Total, 108 | 56 | 2069! 761 104 |137 | 41 164! 306241 52 | 50445 366. 








E.—Statement of property conveyed on the Pennsylvania Canal, from Easton, during the season of navigation, 
in the year ending 31st October, 1832. 
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June, ~ et I | a 48 23 
July, or | -. | 873 30 57| 306 44 
August, 993 2 715 | 5 Ad 337 59 
September, £2 43 74 | 35 5553 84 15 15 | 237] 2282 06 
October, 578 24 44 46 | 6986 28} 24 184 330 | 3288 86 
Total, 7ee3| 7 | 12 | es" | Gass3 | “3123 | 69 383 | 681| 6263 18 
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Queene: 


AQUEOUS DIVISION OF THE STATE, 


In the following tables we have attempted a division 
of the state according to the situation of its different 
parts on the three great rivers by which it is principally 
watered, viz: the Susquehanna, Ohio, and Delaware; 
and their principal branches as traced on the state map. 
Although this division may not be accurate in all its de- 
tails,it is perhaps, sufficiently so,to furnish a general view 
of the subject, which isall we designed. In some cases 
where a county is watered by several rivers—as some 


of these counties are, near the formation of the Ohio— 
we have arranged them on that river by which they 
appear to be mostly drained. We have given the di- 
mensions of the counties and population of 1820, from 
the state map. To these we have added the number 
ofacres on each river, and the population of 1830, and 





the ratio of increase per cent, 
bled to form some opinion of 


From these we are ena- 
the progress of improve- 


ments and settlements, during the past ten years, 


TABLE I. 


Table showing those Counties, the natural outlet of whose waters to the ocean is the Chesapeake Bay, 
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West Branca. 
1/Centre, | 3 36 1370} 876,800} 13,796} 10 
2\Clearfield, | AS 32 
3|Lycoming, 92 25 
4|Potter, 3 30 








Total West Branch, 
Juniata Riven. 


1|Bedford, 
2)Huntingdon, 38 3I 1185 
3|Mifflin, 39 21 
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Total Juniata, 





1425] 912,00(] 2,349} 14 
2290) 1,465,600] 13,517; 6 
1106| 707,840} 186] 1.6 
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6191|3,962,24| 29,841] 47-8) 
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758,400} 20,142! 17 
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18,765; 14 36 
4,803; 34] 105 
17,637; 72) S03 
1,265, 14 | 580 


a9 63 | 492 


24,536; 164] 21 








| 27,159, 23 | 35 
| 21,595, 26 | 30 
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| 531| 2,259,840] 57,008 16 | 73,290 203 | 283 | 
Norra Branca. 
1|Bradford, | 40 29 1174) 751,366| 11,554' 10 | 19,669) 163] 70 
9|Columbia, | 25 | 23 574} 367,36] 17,621} SO | 20,049) 35 14 
3/Luzerne, | 45 40 1784) 1,141,76u' 20,027, 11 | 27,304) 15} 36 
4(Susquehanna, | 3 23 797| 510,080; 9,960} 13 | 16,77 21 | 68 
5| Tioga, 3 31 1108] 709,120} 4,021 4 | 9,062} 8}| 125 
| Total North Branch, | 5437|3,479,680| 63,183| 115-8| 92,861) 17 | 41 
Main Riven. 
1|Cumberland, 34 16 545 348,800] 23,606 43 | 29,218) 53 24 
9|Dauphin, 3 16 533} 541,120; 21,653) 41 | 25303, 474] 17 
3| Lancaster, 33 28 928} 593,920) 68,336 73 76,558} 824 12 
4|Lebanon, 17 17 288! 184,320] 16,988) 59 | 20,546) 713! 21 
5'Northumberland, 35 13 457| 292,480} 15,424) 34 18,168} 393 18 
6|Perry, oe 539} 344,960] 11,342} 21 | 14,257] 26$| 26 
7Wvork,” 31 | 29-| ool szeooul s87so| 43 | as'ess! arg | ie 
g| York, Jl | 576,000} 38, (2, ; 47$| 10 
Total Main River, 4741) 3,034,240 214,727) 453 te $3 1.38 
Total Susquehanna, 19,90U/12736,000 364,759] sears | 
Poromac. 

1|Adams, 25 | 2 528| 337,920] 19,370 35 | 21,379] 403} 103 
9) Franklin, 30 | 25 756| 483,840| 31,892} 42 | 35,103] 46$/ 10 
| <a — Se 
Total Potomac, | 1284} 821,760) 51,262 40 | 56,482) 44 | 10 
a -_ om | |  sgiaseieishanpindenaaale tiie 
Total Chesapeake, | 21,184]13557,7601416,021) 512,560] 41 | 47 
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TABLE HU. 


Table showing those Counties, the natural outlet of whose waters into the ocean is the Ohio and Misacippl. 
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Westmoreland, - - 1064} 680,960) 30,540) 28 | 38,400) 36 25 


Total, Allegheny River, - 9814| 6,280,960|110,797| 11 170,991! 174 | 54 


Beaver River. 


\ s j-~ 2 so ze | 
> a jifai ¢ [3 eet 
| 3 a |S fe | x8 
COUNTIES. Fer ea ee aa Ce) Ss eT ae 
i¢3 1/21] 8 P g |Sa6| & |Sz26)| 38 
| & a & o > | 89 5S | 873| 2. 
Fo p = 5 S& iss | & is 2) St 
| = ” < Rm |% a iF |= 0 

AtLeoneyy Riven. | | 
Allegheny, . ; 28 | 27 754| 482,560| 34,921! 45 | 50,506} 67 | 45 
ng, . 39 | 24 941] 602,240| 10,324, 11 | 17,625} 19 | 70 
Crawford, : ; 41 | 24 974] 623,360! 9,397 10 |. 16,005] 164 | 70 
Erie, - i : 36 | 20 720} 460,800| 8,553 12 | 16,906, 234 | 98 
Indiana, : : 3 23 770} 492,800] 8,882} 11 | 14,251) 184 | 60 
Jefferson, . ; 46 26 1203} 769,920 561) 4 | 2,025) 13 | 261 
McKean, . . 42 35 1442} 922,880 728) 4 1,439) 1 | 97 
Venango, : : 38 | 29 | 1114! 712,960] 4,915) 4 | 9,128) 8 | 86 
Warren, : : 32 |! 26 832} 532,480! 1,976] 2 | 4,706, 6 | 138 





19 646) 413,440) 15,340) 24 24,206} 374 56 
Butler, - - 33 23 785; 502,400] 10,193) 13 14,683; 184 44 
Mercer, - - 32 26 830} 531,200, 11,681\ 14 19,731} 233 69 
Total, Beaver, - - 2261| 1,447,040) 37,214) 16 | 58,620] 26 57 

MoNONGABELA. 

Cambria, - : . 35 19 670; 428,800) 3,287; 5 7,079! 104 | 115 
Fayette, - - 30 27 524 527,360] 29,285) 33 29,237} 354 7 
Green, - - ° 32 19 597| 382,080) 15,554] 26 18,028| 30 16 
Somerset, : - 38 28 1066 





682,240) 13,974 
28 8881 568,320] 40,038 
| 4045} 2,581,800/100, 138 
16,120 10,316,800)248, 149 


13 | 17,741| 163 | 27 
45 | 42,860] 48 7 
24 114,945 284) 14 
15 |344,556' 214! 39 


Washington, - 
Total, Monongahela, - 
Total, Ohio, : - 


32 








TABLE Ill. 


Table showing those Counties, the natural outlet of whose waters into the ocean is the Delaware Bay 
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Lesieu River. 
Lehigh, - - 25 3 335} 214,400) 18,895} 56 | 22,266) 66 17 
Northampton, - 37 27 1110} 710,400) 31,765} 29 | 39,267 35 24 | 
Total, Lehigh, - - 1445} 924,800) 50,660} 35 61,533! 43 Ras 
ScHUYLKILL River. | 
Berks, - - 31 28 874, 559,360) 46,275) 53 53,357. 61 15 | 
Montgomery, . - 30 | 15 450| 288,000) 35,793} 80 | 39,406] 88 | 10 } 
Schuylkill, - - 37 20 745| 476,800) 11,339] 15 20,783; 28 83 
Total, Schuylkill, — - . 2069} 1,324,160) 93,407] 45 |113,546) 55 22 
Main River. 
Bucks, - : 40 15 605 387, +200} 37,842; 62 45,740! 75 21 
Chester, - - 3 2 738 472,320) 44,451, 60 50. 908) 69 15 
Delaware, : - 16 it ee 113,280 14,810! 84 | 17, 1361 98 17 
Philadelphia, é : 18 7 | 120}  76,800/137,0971141 |188,961'1575 | 38 | 
Pike, - - 3 ae) ee 494,080; 2,894, 4 4,843 6 | 68 
Wayne, . . 45 | 16 | 720! 460,800| 4,127; 6 | 7,663] 11 | 85 
Total, Main River, - . | $132| 2,004,480/241,291| 77 |315,474) 101 | st 
Total, Delaware, : ' 6646! 4,253,440'385,288| 58 °|490,556) 74 | 27 _ 
ne en eel 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 











Square miles. | Acres. 








ot Population 1830. \Increase in ten years, 
‘Susquehanna River, - ° 21,184 13,557,760 512,560 47pr. ct. 
‘Ohio River, - - 16,120 10,316,800 344,556 39 
(Delaware River, -— ; | 6,646 4,253,440 490,556 Q7 | 


| 43,950 ' 28,128,000! 1,347,672 
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From the preceding tables it appears that on the | be accomplished by one third of the coal region. Should 
waters of the Susquehanna, there has been the greatest the backwardness ot purchasers and contractors suffer 


average increase of population in the last ten years, be- 


a considerable portion of the season for active opera- 
tions to elapse without making provision, our calculation 


ing at the rate of about 47 per cent.; while on the Ohio | may not be verified—but the fault will not be ours. 


it was 39 per cent.; and on the Delaware 27 per cent. 

The largest proportional increase has been in the 
counties of Potter, 580 per cent.; Jeflerson, 261; 
Warren, 138; Tioga, 125; Cambria, 115; and Clear- 
field 105 per cent. Notwithstanding, in some of these 
counties the population is very sparse, viz: in Potter 
there are only 1} inhabitants to the square mile, and in 
Jefferson only 1}, in McKean county still less, being 
only 1 to the mile. 

Excluding Philadelphia county, the average popula- 
tion of the whole state is only about 264 inhabitants to 
the square mile; showing that there is great room yet, 
for a multitude of people. In the next ten years, the 
probability is, there will be a much greater in- 
crease than in the past years. ‘The internal improve- 
ments, and the coal trade, will no-doubt, contribute 
much to the settlement of parts which are now ina state 
of nature. The consideration of the expediency of 
adopting measures for the encouragement of settlers, 
merits the attention of our statesmen. 


From the Miners’ Journal. 
COAL TRADE. 


We have laid before the public some statistical infor- 
mation respecting certain branches of the coal trade, 
including a view of the capital invested and labor em- 
ployed in the business of mining and transporting to 
market the amount of the annual exportations of this 
mineral from this region.* We have not entered into 
any calculation relative to the cost or value of the ver 
expensive improvements incident to mining establish- 
ments. Neither have we said any thing concerning the 
lands themselves, whence our supplies are derived. — 
The whole number of miners, laborers, horses, cars and 
boats employed, together with the respective wages of 
the two first, and original cost of the latter is compre- 
hended in our statement, without any reference to other 
collateral subjects which might be introduced. The 
amount of coal exported from this region during the 
season which is just ended, is equal to two hundred and 
four thousand tons. If sufficient encouragement by 


and laborer, this quantity may be indefinitely increased, 
in a ratio at least equal to any future demands. Noone 
in any degree acquainted with the extensive resources 
of this region will fora moment question the truth of 


this proposition. The natural capacity of our moun-| 1200 boatmen at $5 per week for 52 weeks 


tains to supply the article is literally boundless—the 


means of exportation adequate—the industry of our po- | 


pulation greater than any requisitions that can be made 
upon it. 
illustrate our meaning. On the West Branch rail-read 
there are 525 cars belonging to thirty colliers. Con- 
tracts have been already made for supplying 100 addi- 
tional cars. Without including other cars than those 
which are already on hand or positively engaged, we 
will commence our calculation by stating that each car 
will carry two and a half tons of coal. Allowing only 
one trip per day, while many very frequently make two, 
the sum total would equal 1000 tons per day or 6000 
tons per week. Estimating a period of 30 weeks for 
active operations during the season, the aggregate 
quantity would amount to 180,000 tons, almost thrice as 
much as is required for the annual supply of New York. 
This is a very moderate statement of what can actually 


Register, Vol. IX. p. 319. 
2 





* See 
Vol. X. 


An example afforded by a single locality will | Miners 





—EEE 





Of the above mentioned 204,000 tons of coal shipped 
from this region, there passed down the 





West Branch rail-road 67,059 
Mount Carbon 57,234 
Schuylkill Valley 27,981° 
Mill Creek about 30,300 
182,574 


The balance of the 204,000 tons was mined on the 
line of the canal in this vicinity. 

One miner can mine 14 tons of coal per day—say that 
he works 5 days in the week, and 45 weeks in the year, 
this will make 225 days; to mine 203,000 tons of coal 
will require in round numbers 600 miners. It will re- 
quire as many persons to haul out, skreen and convey 
the coal to the landings, making openings, &c. as it 
does to mine the coal—therefore say 600 laborers. 

The West Branch rail-road is about 12 miles long—~ 
the average distance of hauling thereon about 9 miles. 


Mount Carbon rail-road 4 miles, do. do. do. 3 do. 

Mill Creek rail-road 4 miles, do. do, do. 3 do. 

Schuylkill Valley do 10 miles, do. do. do. 5 do. 
20 


average distance, (say 5 miles)—one horse hauls 4 wa- 
gons, and makes two trips per day—each wagon averag- 
ng 12 tons—will make 14 tons for each horse per day 
—multiplied by 225 days gives 3150 tons to each horse 
—which divided into 203,000, gives 65 horses. It re- 
quires an equal number of horses to haul the coal out of 
the drifts—say 130 horses. 

To carry this coal to market it requires about 400 
boats—400 horses—and 2 men and 1 boy to each boat— 
making 1200 men and boys on the line of the canal. — 
Total 2400 persons, and 530 horses actually engaged in 
mining the above coal and conveving it to market. 
There are on the West Branch rail-road in use 

525 Cars. 


Mount Carbon 150 do. 

Mill Creek about 200 do. 

Schuytkill Valley 230 do. 
905 


The cars on the West Branch and Mount Carbon rail- 


| roads cost on an average $90 a piece—and those on 
| the Mill Creek and Schuylkill Valley cost about $50 a 
early purchases, is afforded to the industry of the miner piece—which would amount to 





$64,550 

409 boats at $500 each 200,000 

530 horses at $40 each 21,200 

600 miners at $7 each per week 189,000 

| 600 laborers at $6 do. _— do. 162,000 

192,000 

Active capital $828,750 
RECAPITULATION. 

600 

Laborers and Boatmen 1800 

2,400 

Horses 530 

Cars 905 

Boats 400 

Active capital $828 750 


Schuylkill Haven, Dec. 1 1832. 
Dsar Srn—I enclose you a list of the Operators on 
the Mine Hill and Schuylkill Haven »‘-road—together 
with the amount of tonnage tra»sported by them to 
market during the present seawn, a8 set opposite their 


* There also passed down this road 33,470 shingles 


| and 628,092 feet of bvards. 





410 COAL TRADE. [Drczmuan 
oe 
respective names—which I have no doubt will be read do not feel authorised to predict what quantity of coal 
by many of your readers with interest. It shows an in- | the Company will send to market next year, yet are we 
crease (on coal alone,) over and above the amount | very sure that with their present increased facilities and 
transported on the said rail road in 1831, of 48,561 tons improvements, a handsome and profitable business may 
7 cwt. be confidently calculated upon. 
The total amount of tonnage transported on the Mine | : 7 
Hill and Schuylkill Haven rail-road during the season | Price of Fuel in New York, December 18, 1832. 

















of 1832, tons, cwt. COAL. 
LewisC. Dougherty, 7,967 12 Cargo. Retail. 
William Wagner, 5,955 15 Liverpool, per chaldron $11 50 13 50 
Jacob Serrill, 5,425 15 Virginia do. , 9 00 10 00 
Burd Patterson, 4,742 4 | Schuylkill, per ton 9 50 11 00 
Samuel Lewis, 4,263 10 Lehigh do. 9 50 11 00 
James E. White, 4,719 15 I.ackawana_ do. 950 1000 
Phenix Coal Company, 3,091 19 
Stevens & Co., 2,259 8 woop 
Bennett & Walton, 2,203 17 ’ . 
John Platt, 2,199 9 | Hickory, per load (1-3d cord) $2 50a3 00 
Richard Rickard, 2,112 9 | Oak do. 2 00a2 25 
David R. Jacobs, 2,077 9 | Ash do. 2 00a2 25 
Wm. Watres, 2,019 5 | Pine do. 1 50a2 00 
Samuel Rickard, 1,971 3 |Chesnut do, 1 37 a1 50 
Stall & Offerman, 1,705 — 
A, Streeper, 1,619 9 DUTY ON COAL. a 
Martin Weaver, 1,192 4 The Board of Aldermen have passed a resolution in 
C. M. Hill, 1,179 16 concurrence with that of the Assistants, to petition Con- 
John M’Cullough, 1,169 12 | gress to remove the duty on foreign coal. 
Philip Dreher 776 19 —_ 
David Dewees, 686 7 Pricz or Liverroot Coat, per chaldron, in the 
Potts & Cole, 581 18 New York market, on the Ist of December, in each 
Peter er. = " | = — _ = jg cers ined.) and 1822, from 
F. B. Nicho 4 | which no returns have been obtained. 
Yates & M’Intyre, - 385 7 | 1815, Price, $23; Duty, 3 60 
Robert Allen, 264 13 1816, és 14; “ 1 80 
George Patterson, 257 6 | 1817, o 11; és 
Samuel Brooke, 184 18 | 1818, “ 11; “ 
Parker & Palmer, 89 10 | 1819, rT 14; . ‘“ 
John Miller, 66 6 } 1821, “ 14; ‘ 
—.| 1823, ss 13; es 
Total amount of coal 67,059 16 } 1824, ‘6 15; ‘“ 
Lumber and transient tonnage 2,030 8 | 1825, “ 14; ‘ 
-— | 1826, o 10; ss 
Total number of tons 69,000 4 | 1827, a“ 13; “ 
A number of the last named colliers are operating | ety - os : 
elsewhere—and some have just commenced. 1830. mi 1; ic 
| dest “ 13. “ 
The following is the quantity of Ccal sent to market | 1832, ” 11; “ 
in the years 1831 and 1832, as near as can be ascertain- | Am, Cit, 
ed, in round numbers: 








: 1831 1832 COAL TRADE OF THE LEHIGH—1832. 
Schuylkill, 81,000 tons 204,600 Coal despatched from Mauch Chunk for the week 
Little Schuylkill, 14,000 ending 12th mo. 7, 1832, 

Lehigh, 43,000 76,000! 9 Boats, carrying 263 Tons. 
Lackawana, 53,000 85,000 | 1,907 Boats, 75,455 Tons. 
177,000 377,000 | 1,916 Total Boats, Total, 75,718 
The consumption last year, as near as can aaa 
be ascertained, was 227,000 | COAL TRADE OF THE SCHUYLKILL—1832. 
152.000 | Despatched during the week ending 12th mo. 13. 
: 7 : | 54 Boats carying 1,918 Tons. 
Showing an increase over the consumption of last | 5,536 Boats, 194,297 Tons. 
year of 152,000 tons, and over the supply of the same | 371 Boats, Little Schuylkill 13,836 Tons. 
year 202,000 tons. en Suttesale 
ane | 5,961 Total 209,051 Tons, 
LITTLE SCHUYLKII.L COAL REGION. 


' 
The ¢ayortations of Coal from this flourishing region | 


amount to #qut as thousand tons. This may be | line of canal, immediately above Muncy Creek, one day 
considered a high]y satisfactory result of the 


¢ : first year’s | last week. They were supposed to be the remains of 
operations, during -vhich numerous obstacles al diffi- | Whites and Indians who fell in a bloody conflict that 
culties were steadily e-countered and successfu 


lly over- | took place on that spot. One of the skeletons remarka- 
comhe—such as pire somal connected with the in- 


. > n ble for its size, is supposed to be the relics of a person 
fancy of mining establishmens. This amount, however, | named Green, who was killed in that skirmish. 
sufficiently i oa high degree of prosperity. We Muney Telegraph. 





The bones of several persons were dug up on the 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Thursdiy, December, 18, 1832. 
SELECT COUNCIL.—The following communica- 
tion was received from the Mayor: 


To the President and Members of the Select Council. 
Gentlemen,—The appropriation recently made by 
Councils for Sanitary purposes, having proved insuffi- 
cient to meet the demands against the fund, I am again 
compelled to ask that Councils will make a further pro- 
vision. Four hundred dollars would enable me to pay 
ali the bills on hand, but as the committee appointed by 
Councils to superintend and inquire into the situations 
of the different Cholera Hospitals, &c. have deemed it 
necessary for the public welfare to keep open one of the 
Hospitals, and to retain a steward, whose salary will be 
to be paid, as also the salary of a person employed to 
take care of public property collected from al! the 
Hospitals, [ think the appropriation had better be six 
hundred dollars. The committee are acquainted with 
ail the facts and can impart any information that Coun- 
cils may require. 
I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Dec. 13, 1832. JOHN SWIFT, Mayor. 
The annexed communication was received from the 
Treasurer of the Girard Fund. 
To the President and Members of the Select Council. 
Treasurer’s Office of the Girard Trust. 
Gentlemen, I most respectfully suggest that the at- 
tention of Councils be directed tothe 24th clause, 3rd 
part, in the will of the late Stephen Girard, Esq. as a 
detailed account of the estate is required to be laid be- 
fore the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania at this time of its session. 
BRITAIN COOPER, Treas’r, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 13th, 1832. 
The following letters were received from the Mayor 
of Baltimore, and Mr. R. Caton. 


Mayor’s Office, 
Battimone, November 28th, 1832. 

To J. B. Ingersoll, Esq. President of the Select Coun- 
cil, and Henry Troth, Esq. President of the Common 
Council. 

Gentlemen, your communication of the 17th inst. to- 
gether with ‘certain resolutions of the Select and Com- 
mon Councils of Philadelphia, expressive of the sense 
they entertain of the distinguished merits of the late 
Charles Carroll, Esq. and the testimony which they de- 
sire to bear to his exalted character and virtues,” have 
been duly received. 

Permit me, gentlemen, on behalf of the citizens of 
Baltimore to express my warmest acknowledgments for 
the kind sympathy which the citizens of Philadelphia 
have expressed for the loss which this city has, espe- 
cially sustained, and also to assure you that [reciprocate 
most cordially the desire which you express, to cultivate 
and preserve the relations of mutual attachment and re- 
gard between the two cities. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, 
I remain yours, &c. 
JESSE HUNT. 
Battriruore, Nov. 27th, 1832. 

To J.R. Ingersoll, Esq. President of the Select Coun- 
cil; and Henry Troth, Esq. President of the Common 
Council. 

Gentlemen,—A severe .iudisposition has prevented 
my exrlier acknowledging the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 17th inst. communicating to the relatives 
of the late Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, the resolutions 
of the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
delphia, doing honor to the memory of their departed 
parent. 

They feel gratefully the regard manifested by the re- 
solutions adopged: and the good feelings expressed by 





eee 
his fellow citizens, for his public character, and private 
worth. He was indeed an excellent man, fulfilling all 
the duties of life, in usefulness. As a statesman, a gen- 
tleman, a Christian, and a scholar, he was surpassed by 
none. In politics, he was firm in purpose, as conscience 
and judgment directed—he pursued but one course— 
the good of his country;—and when that became a duty, 
no personal cunsideration could turn him aside from his 
intention. 

The mournful decorations of the Hall of Independ- 
ence, must associate every feeling mind, with the events 
once acted there;—and awaken solicitude for the fu- 
ture, whilst honoring the departure of the last living 
spark of that flame, which kindled and created these 
colonies into a Nation. 

There is one trait of character in the history of Mr. 
Carroll’s life, which is not known generally, and I hope 
you will pardon me in taking this occasion to mention 
it. He bitterly lamented the existence of slavery, which 
British laws and policy had rooted in Maryland. He 
held many slaves, and he would gladly have adopted 
any means by which the country could have been re- 
lieved from the evil, without indicting a greater one in 
the attempt. 

To accomplish this, he in 1797 introduced into the 
Senate of Maryland, a Bill, for a gradual abolition, the 
provisions of which were, that the State should buy up 
all the female children, educate them for freedom and 
usefulness, and bind them out, to be free at twenty-eight 
years of age, when habits of order would have befitted 
them for a state of liberty. Ata given period, all males, 
and others under forty-five years, were to be free. Un- 
happily, the law did not prevail. Had it prevailed, the 
measure at this period would nearly have extinguished 
Slavery in Maryland. 

He never was an advocate fur letting loose on society 
a race of beings, who nine out of ten, are incapable of 
providing for themselves; as he knew the experiment, 
often tried had never succeeded;—and he thought no 
one had a right to do an evil to society by such a mea- 
sure. But he did all that could be done to the African 
race whilst in servitude; he had them protected with 
humanity; and he elevated their characters by religious 
instruction, which was daily administered by persons 
appointed for that purpose, The children of his color- 
ed families, were daily congregated and taught their 
catechism, and received moral instruction. These pre- 
paratory measures he thought would advance them for 
a state of transmission, which must soon take place in 
Maryland. 

I pray you to excuse this digression from the subject 
of your letter, and to accept the grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the family, for the sympathies you express for 
their revered parent. 

With sentiments of great respect for the community 
you represent, I beg you personally to receive the es- 
teem and consideration of 

Gentlemen, your most ob’t servant, 
Ricard Caton, 


A letter was received from Mr. Michael Fox, resign- 

ing his seat, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Wetherill presented a petition, praying that the 

‘ cartway in South alley may be altered, which was re- 
ferred to the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Massey presented a petition, praying that the carts 
and waggons be removed from Decatur street, which 
was referred to the Committee on Markets. 

Mr. Wetherill, as Chairman of the Watering Com- 
mittee, made report, accompanied with a resolution, 
which was passed. a 


Resolved, That the Watering Committee be, and 
they hereby are authorized and empowered to take all 
such measures as they may deem expedient, to secure 
and protect the possession and interest of the city in the 
locks, cana!, and other property at Fair Mount—to pre- 

| vent injury to the same—and to seek redress for any 
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encroachments which may have been already, or may 
hereafter be made thereon. 

Mr. Massey offered the annexed resolution which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, 
That the City Treasurer be and he is hereby authoriz- 
ed to place to the creditofappropriation for sanitary pur- 
poses the sum of six hundrea dollars subject to be drawn 
for in the usual manner by the Mayor for the use above- 
mentioned. 

Mr. Wetherill, as Chairman of the Watering Com- 
mittee, made the following report and resolution which 
were adopted. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
: delphia. 


Gentlemen,-—By a resolution of Councils, dated the 
8th of Nov. 1832, the Watering Committee were di- 
rected to examine into ‘‘the expediency of a memorial 
to the legislature of this state, on the subject of making 
water rentsa lien upon real estate.” 


The Committee, in obedience to the direction of | 


Councils, have given the subject the maturity of con- 
sideration, it demanded; and are of the opinion, that 
such an arrangement would not only be incompatible 
with the rights of our fellow citizens, but must unne- 
cessarily increase the business of the Committee and 
tend to retard the end for which it was designed. 

The Committee therefore respectfully report, that 
it is inexpedient to make water rents a lien upon real es- 
tate; and that they are of the opinion, arising from ex- 
perience, that the present arrangement in collecting 
the water rents, does not require any alterations, or the 
interference of Councilsin any way whatsoever. 

Jony P. WeTneritt, 
Cha'rman Watering Committee. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 12, 1832. 

Mr. Massey offered two resolutions which were adopt- 
ed, directing the Treasurer to close certain accounts 
standing open on his books. 

Mr. Groves called up for consideration, the resolu- 
tion attached to the report made on the 22d of Novem- 
ber last, for altering the City Commissioners’ Office, 
which was agreed to, and the resolution was passed, 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Morris presented a pe- 
tition from Messrs. Kern and Snyder, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Drawbridge Lot. 

Mr. S. P. Wetherill offered the annexed resolution, 
which was agreed to. 

Whereas the Treasurer of the Girard Trust has made 





Ata meeting of the Society for the commemoration of 
the landing of William Penn, held September 12th, 
1832, the following preamble and. resolution were 
adopted. 

‘One of the objects of procuring the Historical Por- 
trait of the Founder being to commence a gallery of 
portraits, of distinguished Penns lvanians, and the Hall 
of Independence having been suggested as a suitable 
place for the deposit of the portrait of William Penn, . 

Resolved, That the Committee who have had charge - 
of the picture, be authorized to cause it to be placed in 
that chamber, under such assurances from the cerpo- 
ration of the city as may be deemed suitable for its pre- 
servation and the extension of the design of this So- 
ciety.” From the Minutes. 

Wm. Masow Wavmster, Secretary. 

Mr. Merrick, as Chairman of the Committee, to wham 
was referred the resolution relative to the Girard Ordi- 

| nance, made a report accompanied with two ordinances. 
| (See last Register, p. 389. ) 

Mr. S. P. Wetherell, as Chairman of the Committee 
of Accounts, made the following report. 

PuriravE.puia, Dec. 13, 1432. 
To the Select and Common owe of the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

Gentlemen,—The a of Accounts report, 

| that they have examined tle ‘‘Account of receipts and 
payments of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of Phi- 

ladelphia in trust for the Girard Fund,” and find the 
same correct, leaving a balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer on the 19th of November last, of twenty-one 
thousan’! six hundred and fifty dollars and fifty cents; 
they further report, that it is their opinion that the City 
Treasurer should be allowed a compensation of five 
| hundred dollars for extra services, in keeping the suid 
' account. 54 

Mr. Wetherill offerec the annexed resolution which 

| was agreed to. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the Board of Directors of the Girard Trusts, be and they 
are hereby authorized to cause five hundred dollars to 
be paid to the City Treasurer, out of the Girard Fund, 
being for extra services renclered by him, in keeping 
the said accounts from the 16th of January to the 19th 

| of November inclusive. 

A joint committee of two members from each Coun- 

| cil, (Messrs, Yarnell, McMullin, Worrell, and Massey,) 
was appointed to attend tothe distribution of the wood, 
appropriated for the necessitous poor. 

The letter of George Pepper was referred to a joint 








a communication to Councils in relation to the will of | committee of two members of each Council, viz. Messrs. 


Stephen Girard, Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Girard Trust be 
and he is hereby requested to make out in duplicate a 


concise but plain account of the state of the trusts | 


agreeably to the 24th section of the will of Stephen 
Girard up to 3lst December, 18352, and submit the 
same to Councils, 

Mr. Gilder presented two petitions for paving, which 
were referred to the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Morris presented the two following communica- 
tions, which were referred to the Committee on Inde- 
pendence Square. 


To the members of Select and Common Councils of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen,—In compliance with the authority given 
by the proceedings of a meeting of the Society for com- 
memorating the landing of William Penn, the under- 
signed will deposit the historical portrait of the founder 
in the Hall of Independence, if you are disposed to re- 
ceive it on the terms of the preamble and resolution, 
herewith submittec|. 

With great respect, 
Ronzats Vavx, . 
T. I. Waarton, : Committee, 

Philadelphia, Nov. 10, 1832, 


| Morris, Byerly, Worrell, and Toland, 


| REPORT OF THE WATERING COMMITTEE. 


Relative to a communication made to them by the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, October 2, 1832, 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia. 


The Watering Committee respectfully report— 

That the annexed documents will exhibit a state of 
things which renders an appeal to Councils expedient: 
and the Committee respectfully ask forsuch instructions 
as the case requires. 

Shortly before the election of the present Councils, 
a letter was addressed to the then Chairman of the 
Watering Committee, (William J. Duane, Esq.) by the 
, President of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, which 
is dated Oct. 2d, 1832, and is as follows: 


Office of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 
Philadelphia, Oct. 2d, 1832. 


William J. Duane, Esq. Chairman of the Watering 
| Committee. 
I 


Dear Sir,—The very great increase of the trade on 
the Schuylkill, has rendered it indispensable to add to 
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the facilities of the navigation by additional locks, which | nor the other is at liberty to vary in any respect the ex- 
have already been applied in eight places. isting state of things. 
At no place, however, has any improvement been so (Signed,) Joan P. Weraenrit, Chairman. 
obviously required as at Fair Mount; in consequence | Josreu S. Lewis, Esq. 
of which the Board have deemed it necessary forthwith | Nov. 15, 1852. 
“ — em erm lock there, between the old locks To this the President of the Schuylkill Navigation 
endthebank: +) he | Company answered by his letter, dated November 27, 
In doing this, it will be necessary to remove the | 5959 which is as follows: 
present lock-tender’s house, and measures are taking to , N 
erect another of larger dimensions in lieu of it. ie Partanevrata, November 27, 1832. 
When the original agreement was made with the City, | John Price Wetherill, Esq. Chairman of the Water- 
it wasestipulated that the locks should be so built as to é ing Committee. 
allow a depth of three feet at alltimes. In every part | Sit,—Your letter of the 15th instant has been laid be- 
of the old locks plenty of water is to be found, except fore the Managers of the Schuylkill Navigation Compa- 
at the outlet lock, where, although there are three feet | "Y» who instruct me to make the following reply. The 
of water on the mitre sill, it isnot,in the present state | Board do not suppose that their right to use the 
of the coal trade so important to the City of Philadel- | water and water power of the river for the purposs, of 
phia, found to be enough. he board wish, therefore, | "v'sation to the extent they may deem necessary, is 
that this lock should be deepened at least one foot, but | S¥bject to any question, nor that the alterations in the 
they are by no means of opinion that the city is bound | use of it at Fair Mount, are such as makes it proper for 
to do this, under our agreement of 14th June, 1824. them to communicate those alterations to the City Coun- 
The clashing of jurisdiction in the management of cils for their approbation. They are not aware that 
the works at Fair Mount, has suggested a consideration | the management of the locks and canal at Fair Mount 
whether a different arrangement cannot be made, and is to be classed among the rights of the city, but rather 
«pen this head they will be happy to confer with you that it isa duty which, in relief of the Navigation Com- 
ateuch tly period an may eu our convenience, [PBT Wao andthe chy have hterto acted 
i € 
I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, perfect harmony with each other, and it is not thought 


Si d ‘ . . . 
(Signe ) that any interruption of the harmony is either necessa- 


JOSEPH S. LEWIS, President. : om: : ; 
After the present organization of the Committee, a |'Y ° expedient; and ifin a personal interview between 
the committees of both, a frank communication can be 


reply was sent to the above, by the Chairman, dated ; . 
the 15th November, 1832, and is as follows. made of the changes which you deem important to the 
Sir,—Your letter of October 2d was received by Mr. interests of the city, it is highly probable that this com- 
Duane immediately before he ceased to be a member | Pany miy be able to extend to the city the desired ac- 
of the City Councils, and it is of course only since the commodation, and they will be happy todo so, if they 
new organization of these bodies that it has been placed |C*"- ‘The improvements now in progress are indispen- 
before the present Committee. It has met their early | S#ble to the growing use of the navigation, in which the 
attention, and I am instructed to acknowledge its re- city has so great an interest; and tre comp any, it Is 
ceipt, and reply to the suggestions it contains. believed, have not entere| upon these improvements, 
It is very possible that both the Schuylkill Navigation | "til the public convenience most manifestly called for 
Company, and the City of Philadelphia, may derive | ‘hem. The present locks are wholly insufficient for 
advantages from achange in the arrangements now | the trade. 
subsisting between them. The City certainly has not| 18™, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
(Signed, ) Joszera S. Lewis, President. 











reaped the benefit which was anticipated from the last 


contract: and the Watering Committee will be prepar- Our committee propose to meet your committee to- 
ed at any time to communicate the terms on which they | morrow (Wednesday) evening, at 7 o’clock, at our 
will recommend a modification to the Councils. If they | office. (Signed, ) . -- JA 
should be able to meet the views of the Schuylkill . 2 : 7 rd 
Navigation Company by granting facilities to the in-| A” interview took place in consequence of the sug- 
creasing coal trade, corresponding facilities will be ex- | Sestions contained in this last letter. But the persons 
pected, to meet the increasing demand for water power respectively representing the different interests, finding 
arising from the rapid growth of the City and the neigh- | that a difference of opinion existed between them, 
bouring districts. which discussion was not likely to reconcile, separated 
I am directed to say that the Committee cannot con- | Without coming to any conclusion, and agreed to con- 
"sent, without further explanation, to an additional lock | si/er each other mutually free to adopt such course as 
at Fair Mount, between the old locks and the bank, might be directed by their several constituents, 
which your Board deem it necessary to build forthwith, The committee then called for the opinion of the City 
It is very possible that you may satisfy the Committee Solicitor, upon the points of controversy which are 
that such an arrangement is compatible with the inter- | likely to arise between the City and the Navigation 
ests of the city. - But having been put ‘‘in’possession of | COmpany, and it was promptly communicated in writ- 
the locks and canal at Fairmount, and of the toll-house | ing, and is as follows: 
and ground thereto adjacent and annexed,” witha cor-| Office of the Solicitor, Philadelphia, Dec. 3d, 1832. 
responding control over them, certainly not less than| ‘Ihe Watering Committee have submitted to me the 
that which the company enjoys, the city is believed to | agreements made between the city of Philadelphia and 
have rights which would be invaded if you should pro- | the Schuylkill Navigation Company, on the $d of June 
ceed without its previous assent. I do not mean to im- | 1819, on the 20th of July 1820, and on the 14th of June 
pute an intention to proceed without such assent, but as | 1824; and they require me to express an opinion as to 
your letter might bear a construction by which the | the rights and obligations of the parties. 
rights of the city would be compromised, it was deemed | __ By the first of these instruments, the city engaged to 
proper to make this suggestion distinctly, in order that | construct such a darn at Fair Mount as would raise the 
all misapprehension may be avoided. Ifyou will at any | water of the Schuylkill to a ceriain’ height, and always 
time communicate the alterations which the company | to keep it in repair; to completé a canal and locks of 
desires, they shall be submitted to the City Councils; | given dimensions and character, under the company’s 
and we will in return apprize you of the changes which | inspection, in such manner as should be approved by 
we deem important to the interests we represent. But | them to accommodate the navigation at the dam; to 
I beg leave to repeat, that until these modifications are | provide ground for a toll house near the locks, and to 
mutually approved and adopted, neither the one party deliver the canal, locks, and ground for the toll house, 
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into the possession of the Navigation attendee natant nae etaaarieaaimnte atime on or 
before the Ist of January 1822, to be their property for- 
ever. The city also engaged to pay for ali damages 
which might be occasioned by the construction of these | 
works, and the expenses of any suits which might in 
consequence of them be brought against the company. 
The mgt was secured to the Navigation Company of 
drawing off from the dam as much water as they might 
deem necessary fur the purpose of the navigation, and 
the city was authorized, for the purposes of the public 
works, to use the remainder of the water, under a limit- 
ation that it should never reduce the level below the 
top ofthe dam. In this agreement it was carefully ex- 
pressed, that nothing contained in it should be “‘under- 
stood to affect or impair the exclusive authority and 
control over the canal and locks, and the exclusive pos- 
session and ownership thereof, by the Navigation Com- 
pany. ” 

The agreement of the 29th July, 1820, authorized the 
city to raise the dam eighteen inches above the line be- 
fore fixed, but in other respects left the agreement of 
the 3.) June, 1819, uncharge.l. 


The agreement of the 14th of June, 1824, recites the 
former agreements—that the city has constructed the 
dam, locks, and canal, and that the Navigation Compa- 
ny have accepted the locks and canal, and have received 
the stipulated ground for their toll house—and that the 
parties have come toa new arrangement in regard to 
the water power of the dam at Fair Mount, it being in- 
tended that the city for the consideration afterwards 
mentioned, shall have the full, absolute, and uncon- 
trouled use and enjoyment of all the water power at 





navigation of the river, without any other restriction or 
reservation, and shall also have the charge of the locks | 
and canal, under the superintendence of the Navigation 
Company. 


The Navigation Company, then, in consideration of | 
$26,000, covenant that the city shall have the whole 
water and water power of the Schuylkill at Fair Mount, 
that shall remain after drawing off trom the dam so 
much as shall be necessary for the navigation of the said 
river, canal, and locks, without any other reservation 
whu'soever, or any restriction contained in former 
agreements; and in formal words, they sell to the city 
all such remaining water power; but they declare it to be 
the true meaning of the parties, that the city shall have 
only such use of the water, as, with the use thereof, for 
the purpose of the navigation aforesaid, will not reduce 
it below the level of the dam. The agreement then 
witnesses, that the locks, canal, and ground for the toll 
house, have been placed in the possession of the Navi- 
gation Company, and the company make certain cove- 
nants, relating to the tolls c! hargeable at Fair Mount, and 
for the preservation of the purity of the water. A co- 
venant between the parties follows, that the city “shall 
and will have and take charge of the locks an:! canal at 
Fair Mount, and cause the same to be well and faithfully 
attended, and kept i in good order and repair for ever at 
its own expense,” and the proper tolls collected; re- | 
serving to the Navigation Company the right of super- 
intending both the collection of the tolls and the ma- 
nagement of the canal and locks, and authorising them, 
at the city’s expense, to remove any obstructions, and 
make any repairs, which the city shall, after reasonable 
notice, have neglected, and to fasten up the gates or 
openings used by the city for drawing off the water, in 
case at any time the head shall be reduced below the 
level of the dam. In conclusion, the Navigation Com- 
pany covenant to put the city forthwith in possession of 
the locks, canal, toll heuse, and ground adjacent at 
Fair Mount, so that it may enter upon the execution of 
its covenants. 


It is understood, that in pursuance of the covenants of 
this last agreement, the city was, immediately after the 
14th of June, 1824, placed in possession of the locks, 
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the dam, except so much as may be necessary for the | 
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canal, toll house, and ground adjacent—and that it has 
remained i in possession of them ever since. 

After a careful examination of the subject, Iam of 
| opinion, 

1. That the city is entitled to the use of all the water 
of the Fair Mount dam, except so much as may be re- 
quired for the navigation of the river Schuytkill, and of 
the canal and locks constructed by the city under the 
agreement of 1819; provided, that by such use the wa- 
ter is not reduced below the level of the dam;—-and a 
consequence, 

2. That the Navigation Company is not entitled to 
the use of the water at Fair Mount, for supplying any 
other canal or locks than those so constructed. 

3. That the city is lawfully in possession of the said 
canal and locks, and of the toll house and ground adja- 
cent;—and that it has charge of them for the purpose as 
well of protecting its own interests, as of performing its 
covenants with the company. 

4. That the Navigation Company has the right of so 
| using the canal, locks, toll house, and ground adjacent, 
as may be convenient and proper for the purposes of 
the navigation; but, 

5. That the Navigation Company, except in the case 
of a neglect by the city, after reasonable notice, to make 
repairs or remove obstructions, has no right to alter the 
condition of the locks, canal, toll house, and ground ad- 
jacent thereto, at Fair Mount. 

(Signed) J. K. KANE. 

It appears that the Navigation Company are actually 
engaged in constructing works, of which the effect will 
be to appropriate to their use a larger supply of water 
than by the existing contracts they are entitled to, 
Measures appear thus to be called for, which will at the 
same time protect the important interests of the city, 
| and put to rest questions which (whatever may be their 








| merits) cannot fail to be injurious as long as they remain 
| undetermined. For the character of these measures, 


| and the general course which ought to be adopted, the 
| Committee beg leave respectfully to refer themselves to 
| the wisdom of Councils. 
JOHN P. WETHERILL, 
Chairman of the Watering Committee. 
Attest, Samurt W. Rusa, Register. 
December 11, 1832. 


| The following additional Correspondence was submitted 
to Councils by the Chairman of the Watering Com- 

mittee, at their meeting on 13th December, 1852. 

Sir,—-In my note of November 15th, you were inform- 
ed of the views taken by the Watering Committee of 
the intention which you had stated to exist on the part 

| of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, to construct an 

| additional lock at Fair Mount. These views have since 
been fortified and confirmed by the official opinion of 

the City Solicitor. Under these circumstances, it would 

have been satisfactory to the committee, if the opera- 

tions of the company had been suspended until the re- 
lative legal rights in question could have been stent 
beyond the reach of controversy. But as you are now 
actually proceeding in the contemplated work, which 
we deem altogether unauthorized, contrary to the spi- 
rit and letter of subsisting contracts, and calculated 
greatly to interfere with the interests ‘of the city if it 
should be persisted in, E am directed to give you formal 
notice to desist. 

The steps already taken by the company are regard- 
ed by the committee as a clear invasion of the rights 
confided to their care—as such they are protested 
against in their earliest stage—and the further prosecu- 
tion of them will be decidedly opposed, as itis now une- 
qu.vocally objected to. Yours respectfully, 

Joax P. WrErTsERILL, 
Chairman of the Watering Committee. 

Joseph S. Lewis, Esq. 

President of ihe Schuylkill Navigation Company. 

December 8, 1832, 
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Mr. John Gotwalt, able bodied citizen between the age of 21 and 45 years 

Dear Sir,—The navigation will be closed on the 20th | who will not uniform and equip himself as aforesaid: 
December, at which time it is determined to go on with- | shall pay the annual sum of — which shall constitute a 
out delay, in forming the new passage to the new locks, | fund for the support of volunteers. 
in doing which, our house, in which you now reside,} 3d. That the proper captains shall be required to en- 
will have to be removed immediately, I think it most | rol all able bodied citizens of age as aforesaid, not being 
friendly to make this communication, so that you may | volunteers, and make return to the county commission 
remove in due season, and therefore mention the 22d | ers, who shall direct the collectors of the county rates 
December, instant, as the latest period you can occupy | aud levies to collect and account for the sums assessed 
the premises. Your friend, in lieu of military duty. 

Josrrpa S. Lewis, 4th. That volunteers shall be organized j ivisi 
President of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, brigades, regiments and battalions. erie vagane ome 

December 8, 1832. cality, and be required to perform camp duty at least 
Mr. John Gotwalt, successive daysin each year, 

Dear Sir,—Until you shall have received instruc- 
tions from the Watering Committee, or their agent, to 
remove from the premises which you now occupy, you 
are hereby requested to hold possession of the same, 
and continue to perform the duties required of you ac- 
cording to the agreement made between Frederick 
Graff, in behalf of the Watering Committee, and your- 
self, dated 2d day of November, 1825. 

Very respectfully, 
Freperick Grarr, 
Agent in behalf of the Watering Committee. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1832. 


Sir,—Since writing my note of Saturday, I have re- 
ceived yours to Mr, John Gotwalt, and have laid it be- 
fore the Watering Committee, I am instructed to say 
that they unite in regarding your call upon the gate- 
keeper as altogether unauthorized, and that he will be 
directed not to comply with it. 

The whole affair being of more than usual import- 
ance, the Watering Committee will lose no time in sub- 
mitting it to the Councils for their special instructions. 

Respectfully, 
Joun P, Weraeatit, Chairman. 

Joseph S. Lewis, Esq. 

President of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 
December 12, 1882, 















Lacncau.—Yesterday morning the Canal Boat Robert 
Earp, owned by John C. Offerman, Esq. carrying from 
55 to 60 tons, was launched from the boat yard of Mr. 
Joseph Shelley. ‘This is the largest boat which has yet 
appeared on our navigation.— Pottsville. 





A valuable quarry of white marble has recently been 
discovered upon a tract of land belonging to Philip M. 
and George F. H. Strawbridge, near Danville, in Colum- 
bia county, Pa. 





From the Mauch Chunk Courier. 
MAUCH CHUNK. 


The Coal Landing and Town of Mauch Chunk, of 
which the above is a correct view, is situated on the 
right bank of the River Lehigh in Northampton coun- 
ty, twelve miles above the Water Gap, the point where 
the Lehigh breaks through the Kittatinny or Blue 
Mountain, and enters the Lehigh valley. It is 80 miles 
by land, and 127 by canal from Philadelphia, and 96 
by land, and 152 by canal from New York. It is 36 
miles from Easton, the Seat of Justice of Northampton 
\ county, and 32 by turnpike from the Susquehanna and 
Pennsylvania canal at Berwick, 


The town occupies a small area at the confluence of 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MILI- 
TIA SYSTEM. 


Mr. Ringland, chairman of the committee on the Mi- 
litia System, in the Senate, to whom was referred that 
part of the Governor’s message recommending a revi- 
sion of the militia laws of this commonwealth, made the 
following report: 

That having had a conference with a similar commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, they give it as 
their decided opinion, that a radical change in the sys- 
tem is loudly called for by the people of the state, and 
so far as the committee are able to collect public opin- 
ion, it is expected of the present legislature to accom- 
plish this necessary change. Your committee = 


the Mauch Chunk creek and the Lehigh, and is nearly 
encircled by a chain of mountains, some of which ob- 
tain an elevation of a thousand feet. The face of 
these mountains although covered with fragments of 
rocks, and displaying in many places huge precipices 
of great extent, is scattered over with trees and shrubs 
which in the Summer season spread their green canopy 
before the eye obscuring the rough surface of the moun- 
tain, and forming a pleasing contrast with the white 
cluster of buildings which lie buried beneath its shade. 
Previous to 1818, the spot where the town now stands, 
was a perfect wilderness, covered with forest trees and 
underbush, affording a secure retreat and covert for the 
wild animals common to this mountainous region, It 
had been known for many years previous to this date, 
that the Mauch Chunk mountain contained Anthracite 
Coal,* but up to this time every attempt which had 
been made to work the mines and convey coal to mar- 
ket, had proved abortive. 

In the spring of 1818, Josran Waire and Erskine 
Hazann, having satisfied themselves of the advantages 
of Anthracite Coal as a fuel, by a series of experiments 
which they had made with it in the manufacture of Iron 
wire at the falls of the Schuylkill, determined on vis- 
iting this region, with a view to ascertain the extent of 
the coal beds, and the facilities which the river Lehigh 
presented fora slack water navigation. Their explo- 
ration was completed in the course of a few weeks, and 
notwithstandmg numerous obstacles presented them- 
selves to the accomplishment of the enterprize which 
they had in view, such as the elevation of the coal beds, 


to enter into a detail of the waste of time and money 
which is occasioned by the present system, without 
producing a correspondent benefit, either in discipline 
or military spirit, but as the committee are desirous 
of receiving the direction of the Senate, before they en- 
ter on the arduous labour of drafting a bill, they re- 
spectfully submit for the consideration of the Senate 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the militia system 
be directed to report a bill for the better organization of 
the militia and volunteers of this state, to be based on 
the following principles: 

1st. That all trainings, except of such citizens as will 
uniform and equip themselves as volunteers, and be at- 
tached to some regularly organized volunteer corps, 
shall be dispensed with: Provided, That it may be expe- 


dient to drill the officers of the militia with those of vo-| * For an interesting narrative of the discovery of the 
lunteers. 


Anthracite of this region, see a paper by Dr. James, of 
2d. That the militia shall be organized and officered | Philadelphia, in the Memoirs of the Historical Society 


in conformity to the laws of the United States, and ever | of Pennsylvania. (Reg. Vol. ILl. p. 301. ] 
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their distance from the Lehigh—the rapidity and turbu- | ital, and looking to the rapid increase of the coal trade, 
lence of that stream, foaming and dashing over a con- | little doubt can be entertained that it would shortly ex- 
fined.and rocky bed for many miles and varying its) hibit a scene of extensive improyement, and ere long 
course to nearly every point of the compass—the gener- | become a flourishing and populous business town. 
al sterility of the country, and the want of a convenient 
market, they determined on making a trial; and accor- 








dingly in the summer of 1818, commenced operations THE REGISTER. 
in the immediate vicinity of Mauch Chunk. 


From that time to the present, the town under the PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 29, 1852. 
auspices of these gentlemen and their ree pa POCO e | sere ence 

by an act of incorporation, has continued to increase ea 
Satilit has justly sa the celebrity of an active bu. |. In the present number are three tables furnishing an 
siness place, as well as becomea favorite summer resort | interesting view of the settlements on the three great 
of the wealth and fashion of our populous towns and | rivers by which our state is drained. 
cities. But the improvements of = town we thus 
far been marked by the progress and limited by the ex- : . : 
lek of the trade which first brought it into existence; | A disease much resembling the Cholera, has appear- 
and few investments have been made in the erection of | ed at Carlisle. 
houses and business establishments, in anticipation of 
the future. The housesand shops have all been con-/; ‘pp —_ f : 
structed to accommodate the circumstances of a labor-| | he wes the even es partially ob 
ing community, and with less regard to taste and ele- | STUCte® DY cating ice on Mon y last—steamboats 
gance than convenience and economy. With the ex-! intermitted their usual trips. Christmas day was re- 
ception of the Company’s Offices and store, and the ho-| markably pleasant: since then, much rain has fallen, 
tel, which are ey vet as ae rae = and the ice has disappeared so that the steamboats are 
are generally small, having two rooms oor, an departing and arriving. Oe Relngtklll thivatwn init 


two stories high. Some of them are plastered or | °~ 
stuccoed on the out side, which gives them a very uni-| ice; and above the dam boys were skating upon it on 


form and neat appearance. | Monday. The weather is now mild and pleasant. The 


The town now contains about one hundred and fifty month of December has thus far, been generally fa- 
dwellings and shops of every description, and supports 


a resident population of one thousand inhabitants. It vorable to the poor. 
has a place of public worship, four elementary sehools, 

two of which are taught by males, and two by females,/ There was a general parade of the military on Mon- 
a resident Physician, a Post Office, a Printing Office, day, in honor of Charles Carroll. An intulern ens Ke 


two Stores and one Tavern. ‘here are four daily ar-| |. ° 
rivals and departures of the mail by Stages—one from livered at the Arch Street Theatre, by Anthony Laus- 


the City of Philadelphia, and three from different parts | satt, Esq. The Hon. John Sergeant is to pronounce an 
of the country. In addition to the usual trades prose-| oration on Monday, at the request of the Select and 
cuted in country towns and villages this place supports Common Cétncile 
an Iron Foundry, a Manufactory of Railway Cars and ; 
other cast and wrought iron machinery, and a Cast- 
Steel Axe Manufactory; and affords employment to 
about one hundred and fifty Boat Builders, Sawyers and 
Carpenters. The whole number of men employed in 
the various branches of the Coal Trade of Mauch 
Chunk, at the present time, is from six to seven hun- 
dred. 

The dependencies of the Company’s establishment, 
include the village at the Great Coal Quarry or Sum- 
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The present number terminates the Tenth volume of 
the Register, and the fifth year of our editorial labors. 
Upon a review of the present volume, we believe it 
will be found to contain a mass of important and value- 
ble matter. There will no where else, we think, be met 
with so large a collection of facts and documents re- 


mit Hill, and the village of Nesquihoning in the valley specting the Cholera, as it appeared in our city during 
of the same name, near the Coal Mines recently opened | the summer. The proceedings in relation to the Gi- 
at Room Run, and from which a‘Rail Road four miles} rard Trusts are continued, and will at some future day, 
in length, terminating on the Lehigh at Maucu Chunk, be recurred to with interest. Other matters of public 


has been completed. These dependencies give em-|. ; ; 
ployment to kent three hundred men, principally mi-| !™Portance might be designated, but a reference to the 
index which accompanies this number, will sufficiently 


ners, which together with their families will constitute 
indicate the variety and value of its contents. From 


an aggregate population of five thousand souls for 
the frequent application made to us, for reference to 


Mauch Chunk and its branches. — 
The Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company have at etailaind ta erin a eiidiites Mate ek due. 
ments, even of late occurrence, we are more and more 


length, by a steady perseverance in their hazardousen- 
convinced of the utility of such a publication, and the 


terprise for more than fourteen years, and at an ex- 
penditure of two millions and a half of dollars, brought 

necessity that exists for its continuance. These con- 
siderations and the urgent solicitations of many subscri- 


to a conclusion their magnificent scheme of improve- 
‘ment, and are now prepared to meet with a supply of 
Coal the increasing demands of the market. With , , ; 

their accustomed liberality, they have thrown open to | bers that it should not be relinquished, have induced us 
to proceed to another volume, relying on their pro- 
mises to promote its more extensive circulation. 


public enterprise, so much of their property as the pub- 
lic are likely to feel interested in, and have recently ef- 
fected sales to individuals, of several water powers 
along the line of canal, and of a large proportion of the 
town plot of Mauch Chunk, improvements upon 
which, at private cost, and for private purposes, have 
been commenced and are being prosecuted with great 
spirit and activity. 

Viewing the various advantages which this place pre- 
sents for individual enterprise as well as combined cap- 
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